
Mongrel Empire Press Announces Streets as Elsewhere, Poems by J.L. Jacobs

Norman, OK August, 2014--Mongrel Empire Press, an Eclectic Publishing House specializing in regional and unusual literary works, announces the publication of Streets as Elsewhere, a collection of poetry by J.L. Jacobs

Jacobs’ collection is an exploration and a transcription in poetry of midwifing in rural Oklahoma between 1905 and 1950, when midwives / root-doctors birthed babies and helped in healing the sick, especially those without means to call on the country doctor. Midwives not only brought babies into the world, but helped those on their way out, lining their coffins, setting, the limbs of the dead, and closing their eyes on this world. Streets as Elsewhere is unique in the perspective it offers on the tacit connections of women-folks in backwater America, Indian Territory; it offers an account of a little-known cultural geography and way of living. 
Streets As Elsewhere, says Guggenheim and MacArthur fellow, poet C.D. Wright, “is where everything and everyone is absorbed by the place, where ‘This empty house listens to its landscape’; ‘Dust as it is seen is swept inwards/ as a dream at noon.’ [. . .] The sound tunes to its surrounds–crows in the afternoon, April thunder, crickets—and to smells of overcoats in rain, cognac and persimmons. A subtle disquietude attaches to a sense of belonging; a strange magnetism alleviates an equally potent sense of estrangement. So much braided hair, so much so much dust, so much rain. J.L. Jacobs has conjured a language for her distinctive world. The poems linger and beckon. The silvered reader enters from behind the mirror. The book tenders a strange exaltation.”
JL Jacobs grew up in Oklahoma underfoot to her great-grandmother who was midwife and root-doctor to a small community at the end of the Trail of Tears (forced removal of Choctaws to Indian Territory 1830-32). She studied art, photography and literature, and graduated from Brown University’s MFA Program. Her work has appeared in such journals as New American Writing, New Orleans Review, American Letters & Commentary, Volt, Five Fingers Review. Books include, Varieties of Inflorescence, (Leave, 1992), The Leaves in Her Shoes (Lost Roads, 1999), and DreamSongs, (Above / Ground Press, 2004). Recent work has appeared in Fascicle, Octopus, and Ploughshares. Jacobs lives and writes in the Cross Timbers of America—where the eastern woodlands meet the Great Plains.
For more information on Mongrel Empire Press or to obtain review copies of this title and others, contact the Press by sending an email from the web site: www.mongrelempirepress.org. Mongrel Empire Press titles are available from the Press, the authors, most online bookstores, and selected independent bookstores. Booksellers and gift shops will find Mongrel Empire Press books available through Ingram and Baker & Taylor (all MEP titles are wholesaled at full trade discount, and are returnable). Print-suitable author and book cover images are available on request.
About Mongrel Empire Press

Mongrel Empire Press was established in 2007 with a mission to publish well-written, thoughtfully-considered works across generic and disciplinary boundaries. The Press actively identifies and promotes Oklahoma and regional writers while at the same time making room for outside the region works that, because of their mixed generic, disciplinary, and philosophical approaches, cannot find a home at other presses that have a more narrowly defined mission.
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