
Mongrel Empire Press Announces The Walmart Republic, a poetry collection by Quraysh Ali Lansana & Christopher Stewart

Norman, OK August 2014- Mongrel Empire Press, an Eclectic Publishing House specializing in regional and uncommon literary works, announces the publication of The Walmart Republic, a poetry collection co-authored by Quraysh Ali Lansana and Christopher Stewart.

Quraysh Ali Lansana is from Enid, OK. Christopher Stewart was raised in Dallas, small Texas towns, and Chicago neighborhoods. A white man and a black man born in post Kennedy, post-King southern and midwestern USA, though both disagree with those geographical tags. Through these poems, the poets assert that their births, their ways of seeing, and their pains are rooted in what Ali Lansana's OU film professor termed "the Walmart Republic," a land where shopping center is community center. Where the failures of the father are re-learned in the lessons of the son. As poet Elise Paschen declares, "Quraysh Ali Lansana and Christopher Stewart pack the punch in these gritty poignant poems. Their poetic techniques counterpoint each other from lyric narratives to sharp edgy sonic bursts, creating a novel-like narrative. We follow two different journeys which begin in the Bible Belt and reach adulthood in places across the map. These gutsy poems explore identity and race against the backdrop of an ever-changing America."

This collection has also received praise from poet Mark Turcotte who warns readers, “Do not be fooled—this collaboration is bigger, is deeper than the scoff and scar of its title — it is landscape and skyscrape, broken hearts and hands worn to the bone—.” Oklahoma poet laureate Nathan Brown declares that “Few collections of poetry bring us more clearly and powerfully into a sense of both “time” and “place,” which, in the end, is what great storytelling is about.” Poet, novelist, and American Book Award winner Angela Jackson, remarks that “Quraysh Ali Lansana and Christopher Stewart are an evocative and memorable match made in the Southwest in The Walmart Republic. They offer us clarity about our collective history.”

Quraysh Ali Lansana is author of seven poetry books, three textbooks, a children's book, editor of eight anthologies, and coauthor of a book of pedagogy. He is Associate Professor of English/Creative Writing at Chicago State University, where he served as Director of the Gwendolyn Brooks Center for Black Literature and Creative Writing from 2002-2011. Our Difficult Sunlight: A Guide to Poetry, Literacy & Social Justice in Classroom & Community (with Georgia A. Popoff) was published in March 2011 by Teachers & Writers Collaborative and was a 2012 NAACP Image Award nominee. Lansana’s poetry collection mystic turf was released in October 2012 by Willow Books; another collection of poems, reluctant minivan, was published in May 2014 by Living Arts, Tulsa.

Christopher Stewart’s poetry has appeared in numerous poetry journals and in the anthology, Power Lines: A Decade of Poetry from Chicago’s Guild Complex. His collaborations with music artists include his work with the group Circadian Rhythm, which was featured on the audio anthology, A Snake in the Heart: Poems and Music by Chicago Spoken Word Performers. He is an assistant professor in the Graduate School of Library and Information Science at Dominican University. 

For more information on Mongrel Empire Press or to obtain review copies of this title and others, contact the Press by sending an email from the web site: www.mongrelempirepress.org. Mongrel Empire Press titles are available from the Press, the authors, most online bookstores, and selected independent bookstores. Booksellers and gift shops will find Mongrel Empire Press books available through Ingram and Baker & Taylor (all MEP titles are wholesaled at full trade discount, and are returnable). Print-suitable author and book cover images are available on request.

About Mongrel Empire Press

Mongrel Empire Press was established in 2007 with a mission to publish well-written, thoughtfully-considered works across generic and disciplinary boundaries. The Press actively identifies and promotes Oklahoma and regional writers while at the same time making room for outside the region works that, because of their mixed generic, disciplinary, and philosophical approaches, cannot find a home at other presses that have a more narrowly defined mission.
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